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July 11 , 2006

RE: August 3, 2006 Election

Dear Shelby County Voters:

As of last week, I have had the pleasure of practicing law in Shelby County for
forty-four (44) years. During that time my practice has taken me to many Courts in this
State and County. During these years, my clients and I have been blessed with a
Judiciary here in Memphis that is superior to most other metropolitan Judiciaries. From
time to time there have been problems , but in the main the men and women who have
served our community in the Judicial branch have performed at an extremely high level.

Regretfully, this may quickly change as a result of the elections which are almost
upon us. We have people running for Judicial positions who not only are short on
experience and talent , but carry substantial , worrisome baggage. The same holds true
for several of our other important positions that are closely connected with our Judicial
branch of government.

Judge James Russell is running for reelection in Division 2 of Circuit Court. He
has an outstanding record and is a member of the Vestry at St. John s Episcopal
Church. His opponent has twice been publicly reprimanded by our Supreme Court
Disciplinary body, the Board of Professional Responsibility. In addition he has several
judgments rendered against him in General Sessions Court for nonpayment of debts.
Judge Russell's opponent was also sued in Chancery Court for paternity and child
support where it was alleged he caused the woman to quit her full time job and then
withdrew all financial support from her.

Another example of what the voters are facing is Chancellor Arnold Goldin s race
for reelection in Chancery 2. Those of us who have practiced before Chancellor Goldin
are of the opinion he is one of the finest Chancellors that any of us can remember.
When you walk into his Courtroom he usually knows more about your case than you do
and he is fair to all parties and renders timely and scholarly opinions. His opponent
Carlee McCullough is another story. She was recently divorced from Scott Crawford , a
former attorney who went to Federal prison as a result of his involvement with the
Gangster Disciples. Before their divorce , Ms. McCullough and her husband owned the
Ivy Cat, the former Justine s Restaurant. It was a financial disaster and investors lost all
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of their money. Ms. McCullough has twice been declared ineligible to practice law in
California as a result of not paying her Bar dues and not taking the mandatory
Continuing Legal Education programs. In addition , without having the required license
Ms. McCullough is presently passing herself off as a CPA which is a violation of
Tennessee law. She has been warned about this by the State of Tennessee
Department of Commerce and Insurance and was sent notices May 8 , 2006 and May
22, 2006. As of yesterday, July 10 , 2006 , Ms. McCullough has not responded to the
Complaint. However, in her present job with the City of Memphis assisting minority
vendors , she has been involved with Reginald French's contracts with the City of
Memphis which have been the subject of news media stories. In addition the records
reflect Ms. McCullough has been involved in only two (2) cases in Chancery Court and
in each of those she was a litigant. One of those was her own divorce case which she
handled herself and another was where she was being sued. If that were not enough
she was only licensed to practice law in the State of Tennessee last year, 2005. Ms.
McCullough has no standing to become a member of our Judiciary.

Our District Attorney General , Bill Gibbons, is facing competition from an attorney
who is presently in Chapter 11 Bankruptcy because of her own personal financial
matters. Not only does she have no experience to replace General Gibbons, but she
certainly should not be a person handling a $14 000 000.00 budget.

I am sending documentation to substantiate what I have said about Judge
Russell' s and Chancellor Goldin s opponents. If you want to sift through the Bankruptcy
records, they are available through the Bankruptcy Court's website.

For the first time in these forty-four (44) years , I am making the effort to send to
you the names of the candidates that I personally and professionally believe are best
suited to hold the Judicial offices , Clerk positions, the District Attorney General position
and the Sheriff position. Most of the people I am suggesting you vote for are
incumbents and are so identified by the letter "I." For whatever it may be worth , the
Republican party has endorsed twenty-one (21) of the twenty-two (22) candidates I am
suggesting merit your consideration. I acknowledge in the race in which I differ from the
Republican party, reasonable minds can come to a different conclusion.

Many of you have asked me to send this list and for this reason I do not feel
unduly presumptuous in communicating with you. If you concur with these suggestions
I invite you to distribute this list and letter to others.

Early voting begins this Friday, July 14 , 2006. Since this is going to be a twelve
(12) page ballot, my suggestion is you give serious consideration to not waiting until
August 3 , 2006 to vote.
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With warm regards I remain

DEC/mh
Enclosures



BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITYof the 
SUPREME COURT OF TENNESSEE

1101 KERMIT DRIVE. SUITE 730
NASHVillE , TENNESSEE 37217

TELEPHONE: (615) 361-7500
(800) 486-5714

FAX: (615) 367-2480
MAil: ethicsiIDtbpr.org

JOHNSON. CURTIS D. BPR # 015518

March 05. 2001 County: Shelby District: 9

Public censure on March 5 , 2001. In his representation of a client, he failed to file the Federal

Rule 26(A) 1 disclosures at the time set by scheduling order and filed too late his response to a
Motion for Summary Judgment.

l..



BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY
of the

SUPREME COURT OF TENNESSEE

LAURA L. CHASTAIN
DEPUTY CHIEF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL

1101 KERMIT DRIVE, SUITE 730
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37217
TELEPHONE: (615) 361.7500

(800) 486.5714
FAX: (615) 367.2480

MAIL: ethicst9J.Jbpr.org

WILLIAM W. HUNT, III
CHARLES A. HIGH
SANDY GARRETT
JESSE D. JOSEPH
JAMES A. VICK
THERESA M. COSTONIS
DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL

LANCE B. BRACY
CHIEF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL

BEVERLY P. SHARPE
CONSUMER COUNSEL DIRECTOR

RELEASE OF INFORMATION
RE: CURTIS D. JOHNSON, BPR # 015518

CONTACT: LAURA L. CHASTAIN
BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

615-361-7500

. July 28 , 2004

MEMPIDS LAWYER PUBLICLY CENSURED

Memphis lawyer Curtis D. Johnson was publicly censured by the Tennessee Supreme
Court on July 27 2004. Pursuant to Section 16 of Tennessee Supreme Court Rule 9, Johnson

submitted a guilty plea in exchange for a stated form of discipline. He acknowledged that he had.

been negligent in the handling of certain client matters, that he had charged an excessive fee and
that he had failed to adequately communicate with his clients.

Pursuant to the guilty plea Johnson agreed to and has written an apology to Judge Polster;
Johnson shall make and has made restitution to complainant Savannah Robertson; and Johnson
. shall have a practice monitor for a period of six months from the date of the fmal order in this
. cause who slnUfile written monthly reports to Disciplinary.Counsel regarding Johnson s progress

in establishing adequate communication procedures with his clients.

Johnson is required to reimburse the Board of Professional Responsibility the costs and
expenses of the proceeding.

LLC:mw

Johnson 1373 rel.doc

l..
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STATe OF TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENT OF COMMER~ AND INSURANce

500 JAMES ROSERTSON PARKWAY, 2ad floor
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243-1141

www.state.1n.us/commeroe/boardsltnsba
E-mail: tn9ba~mall.state.tn.

888-453-6150 or 615-741-2550
Fax: 61 s.5S2..s800

May 22 , 2006 (Certified and Regular Mail) SECON D NOTICE

Cartee McCullough

P. O. Box 153982
Memphis , Tennessee 38175..3982

RE: Complaint # 2006-01776-021

of Accountancy received the enclo~ed complaint. The complaint alleges that
ode Ann. Ii 62-1-113 (h) (2) Prohibited Activities. -

" t holding a valid license issued under s 62-1+101, S 62-1-108 , or ~ 62- 109

:i~r.~,

....,

any title or designation that includes the words "accountant'" or "accounting1j~~~' ' guage (including the language of a report) that implies that such person or firm

:~~'""" 

, e or hdS special competence as an accountant or auditor: provided, that this

, ".,,

"1'" ,

~;;~"

subs~~ I:"" ".,,
" not prohibit any officer , partner member, manager or e.mployee of any firm orgdti from affixing that person s own signature to any statement in reference to the

financial affairs of such firm or organization with any wording designation the position, title, or
office that the person holds therein or prohibit any act of public official or etnployee in the
performance of the person s duties as such.

Please review the enclosed documentation and submit a written reSponse within ten (10) working days of '
receiving this letter.

~t?~Patricia A. Turner
Enforcement Assistant

enclosure

6 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . .




